LESSON 4
SIN: GOD'S REMEDY FOR IT

God used the principle of imputation to benefit mankind when He imputed the sin of
believers to the account of Jesus Christ, who paid the penalty for that sin—death—on the
cross. Imputing our sin to Jesus, God treated Him as if He were a sinner, though He was not,
and had Him die for the sins of the entire world (1 John 2:2). It is important to understand
that sin was imputed to Him, but He did not inherit it from Adam. He bore the penalty for
sin, but He never became a sinner. His pure and perfect nature was untouched by sin. He
was treated as though He were guilty of all the sins ever committed by the human race,
even though He committed none. In exchange, God imputed the righteousness of Christ to
believers and credited our accounts with His righteousness, just as He had credited our sins
to Christ’s account (2 Corinthians 5:21).
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