
Introduction to the Pastoral Epistles 

1 Timothy 3:1-16 

    (The local churches of the first century had two kinds of officials in each 
assembly, elders (men who took care of the spiritual affairs of the churches) 
and deacons (men who took care of the natural affairs of the churches), Phil. 
1:1; 1 Tim. 3:1, 8. 

    Each of the local churches had a plurality of elders. These officials were 
called by five other names, presbyters, bishops, overseers, shepherds, and 
pastors [note that in Titus 1:5, 7 elders and bishops are the same class of 
officials]. 

    Also, each of the larger local churches had deacons. It seems that the local 
churches had deacons only when they grew to the place that deacons were 
needed. See Acts 6:1–7 and Titus 1:5–9. 

    The apostles assisted the local churches in the selection and in the 
ordination of their church officials, Acts 6:1–6; 14:23. 

    In verses 3:1–7, Paul states the qualifications for a bishop and then in verses 
3:8–13, he states the qualifications for a deacon, he states the reason(s) for this 
instruction verses 3:14-16.) 

Concise Chapter Outline: 

I. PAUL’S INSTRUCTION TO TIMOTHY CONCERNING THE SELECTION OF 
CHURCH OFFICIALS (3:1–13) 

II. PAUL’S EXPLANATION TO TIMOTHY CONCERNING THE REASON FOR 
HIS PRESENT INSTRUCTIONS TO HIM (3:14-16) 

Exploring What the Text Says: 

1. What did Paul say about the person who wants to be an overseer? (3:1)  

 

2. What qualities must an overseer possess? (3:2-7)  

 

3. Why is good family management a qualification for being an overseer? 
(3:4-5)  

 

4. Why shouldn’t the overseer be a new convert? (3:6)  

 

5. Why must an overseer have a good reputation? (3:7)  

 

6. What qualities must a deacon possess? (3:8-10, 12)  



 

7. What is required before someone can serve as a deacon? (3:10)  

 

8. What sort of person must the wife of a deacon be? (3:11)  

 

9. What do those who serve well gain? (3:13)  

 

10. What benefit is there in serving well? (3:13)  

 

11. Why did Paul write these instructions? (3:14-15)  

 

12. What is said about Jesus in the hymn Paul quoted? (3:16) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adopted and adapted from the works of Roy E. Gingrich, The Book of 1 Timothy (Memphis, TN: 
Riverside Printing, 1998), 18. 

 


