
SANCTIFICATION PART TWO Student Copy  

(Ephesians 2:8–9). 

Review: To sanctify means to set apart as holy, which is what happens to sinners who are 
saved from sin by the grace of God through the gift of faith (Ephesians 2:8–9). The three 
“phases” (divisions) of salvation are positional sanctification, progressive (experiential) 
sanctification, and final (ultimate) sanctification. At the moment of salvation, we are 
sanctified or set apart positionally; that is, we are saved from the ultimate penalty of sin. 
Then begins progressive sanctification, the process whereby we are saved from the 
practice and power of sin. And after this physical life is over, we will be sanctified finally; 
that is, we will be saved from the presence of sin. 

 

I. POSITIONAL SANCTIFICATION  

II. EXPERIENTIAL or progressive SANCTIFICATION  

(a) There are three divine provisions for the prevention of sin in the Christian.  

(b) the divinely provided cure, which is the present advocacy of Christ in Heaven by 
which He pleads His own sufficient sacrificial death.  

3. Experiential Sanctification is in Relation to Christian Growth.  

 Christians are immature in wisdom, knowledge, experience, and grace. In all 
these things they are appointed to grow, and their growth should be manifest.  

 A Christian may be "blameless," though it could not be truthfully said of him 
that he is "faultless."  

 There is perfection within imperfection. We who are so incomplete, so 
immature, so given to sin, may "abide in him."  

III. ULTIMATE (Final) SANCTIFICATION (Glorification) 

 The third and final stage of sanctification occurs in the future.  
 God’s work in sanctification involves all three members of the Trinity. God the 

Father is constantly at work in His.  
 He changes our desires, making us want to please Him, and He empowers us 

to do so.  
 The Holy Spirit is the primary agent of our sanctification.  
 Our role in sanctification is both passive and active.  
 Actively, we are responsible to choose to do what is right.  

 

John makes it clear that we will never be totally free from sin in this life (1 John 1:8-10). 
Thankfully, the work God has begun in us He will finish (Philippians 1:6). 

 


