
Lesson #2: 

Seven Themes of the Pastoral Epistles 

In mentioning these seven themes from the outset, we’re not suggesting that 
these are the only themes of the Pastoral Epistles, but they seem to capture the 
content of the message of the Pastoral Epistles, when speaking of these three 
epistles as a single unit: 

1.      The first theme is [that] “Sound doctrine is God’s ______________ of 
salvation.” (This is crucial to understanding the Pastoral Epistles, for as 
Paul would say to Timothy in 1 Timothy 3:15 (NET1)  

2.      Secondly, “Salvation has a past implication, with both a present 
possession, and a future attainment.” (Salvation is also a past possession, 
in that it is the role of ____________________ by faith). 

3.      Thirdly, “Salvation is manifest in our _________________ and ____________.” 
With that being said, there is a certain way believers in Christ who are 
saved do not behave or respond worldly to worldly situations. 

4.      Fourthly, “Salvation is _____________-centered, ________-given, and 
______________-conceived.” GOD ORIGINATED OUR SALVATION BY SETTING 
HIS LOVE ON US BEFORE TIME BEGAN. 

This is the meaning of “foreknow” (8:29). It does not mean that God 
looked down through history, saw who would believe in Him, and decided 
to predestine those people to salvation. That would make God’s eternal 
purpose depend on the fickle will of sinful men. It would make man 
sovereign, not God. It goes against the many Scriptures that show that 
apart from God’s initiative, none seek Him. It would give sinners reason 
to boast. And, it goes against the meaning of the word as used in other 
verses, where it means that God foreordained to set His love on someone 
so as to enter into a relationship with him. 

5.      Fifthly, “God and Christ are ____________________ but yet 
_____________________.” How can Jesus be both God and the Son of God? 
Jesus can be both God and the son of God because the terms don't mean 
the same thing. When we say that Jesus is God (John 1:1, 14; Colossians 
2:9; Hebrews 1:8), we are saying that Jesus possesses the divine nature 
(as well as a human nature, see hypostatic union). But the term "Son of 
God" does not mean that Jesus is not God. Think about it. If the term "Son 
of God" meant that Jesus is not God, then does the term "Son of Man" 
mean that Jesus is not a man? Of course not. Likewise, if the term "Son of 
Man" means that Jesus is a man, then does it not imply that when it says 
Jesus is the "Son of God" that he is God? We ought not look at the ancient 
words found in Scripture and judge them by _________________ thinking. 



6.      Sixthly, “Christ will return to ____________ the living and the dead.” It 
takes place when the Son comes in all His glory, so this judgment will be 
at the Second Coming. This is not the Rapture when Christians will meet 
Christ in the air, but the Second Advent, when He will come to earth and 
end the Great Tribulation.  

Where does the judgment of Christ take place? 

This judgment will take place on earth, not in heaven. Jesus will have 
returned to sit on His glorious throne, and “of the increase of His 
government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David 
and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and 
justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this” (Isaiah 9:7). Jesus Christ will reign over the restored 
earth for a thousand years (the Millennium) in His kingdom, then over a 
newly created heaven and earth for all eternity. 

Who will be judged? 

The judgment will be over all the _________________ on the earth 
(Revelation 19:15, 20, 21). At this time, Christ will return to earth with 
His raptured saints to judge the unsaved and reign over the earth. 
Though He will have taken the believers into heaven at the Rapture seven 
years earlier, others will have come to believe in Him during that dreadful 
time called the __________________. All those who have believed in Christ 
during the Tribulation will also reign with Him for a thousand years. 

 

7.      And finally, the final theme: “We are the _________________ of God (of 
faith).” The church, as God’s spiritual household, is patterned after the 
pattern for the natural household. And this household, in both the first-
century Jewish and Greco-Roman world, was universally conceived as 
paternal, that is, as led by the father of the household, not by husband 
and wife jointly as egalitarian leaders who mutually defer to each other, 
as egalitarians claim. 

Egalitarianism:  

The doctrine that all people are equal and deserve equal rights and 
opportunities. It is a school of thought within ____________________ that 
builds from the concept of social equality, prioritizing it for all people. 
However, that is not how God has structured the church (1 Timothy 2:11-
16). It is a biblical fact that both Jesus and Paul affirmed male leadership 
by choosing twelve men as apostles and by stipulating that elders be 
faithful husbands, that is, men. (we will cover this topic more fully later in 
our study).  

Context, Context, Context! 



Context is the most ___________________ aspect of Bible study. To take 
a text or texts of Scripture out of context leaves only a “CON.” 

The depiction of the church as God’s household can help us conceive of 
our role as shepherds and stewards of God in our churches. God has put 
us in charge to meet the needs of the various members of his spiritual 
household, the extended family of God. We have delegated authority, but 
we are to use it to meet the needs of others. 

 


